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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a response to the Applicants' Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on 
March 31, 2006. In virtue of this RCE, claims 4-5 and 1 1 were previously canceled, and claims 
1 -3 and 6-10 remain pending in the instant application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) entered 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appUcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicants submission filed on March 31, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections imder this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 6-7 are rejected xmder 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Applicants' Admitted Prior Art (AAPA) Fig. 2. 

With respect to claim 1, AAPA Fig. 2 shows a device for switching on and powering 
discharge lamps comprising a current limiting device [9], a square wave generator (not shown; 
see specification; page 6, lines 6-7), an igniter [1 1], two high tension connection cables [15], a 
lamp holder [16] with a discharge lamp coupled (thereto); said igniter comprises a high tension 
transformer [12] and overlapping transformers [13, 14]; said device is characterized in that said 
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igniter is divided into a first stage of the igniter, or pulse generator transformer, and the high 
tension transformer [12], and in that said first igniter stage, or pulse generator transformer, and 
the high tension transformer [12] are assembled along with the above mentioned components, . 
wherein the current limiting device module [9] is connected by two reduced section cables 
[OUTl, 0UT2] to said first stage of the igniter, or pulse generator transformer, and further 
wherein said current limiting device module [9] and said first stage of the igniter, or pulse 
generator transformer, are subjected to movement and/or traction (since connection is made with 
cables [OUTl, 0UT2]. 

With respect to claim 2, AAPA Fig. 2 shows that the first stage of the igniter, or pulse 
generator transformer, is fixed to the lamp holder (via cables [1 5]). 

With respect to claim 3, AAPA Fig. 2 shows that the first stage of the igniter, or pulse 
generator transformer, integrally moves along with the lamp holder (via cables [15]). 

With respect to claim 6, AAPA Fig. 2 shows that the first stage of the igniter, or pulse 
generator transformer, comprises a transformer [13, 14]. 

With respect to claim 7, AAPA Fig, 2 shows that the first stage of the igniter, or pulse 
generator transformer, comprises two transformers [13, 14]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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5. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AAPA Fig. 2 
in view of Elliott (U.S. Patent No. 4,414,491). 

With respect to claims 8-10, AAPA Fig. 2 discloses all of the claimed subject matter, as 
expressly recited in claims 1 and 6-7, except for each of the transformers being comprised of a 
toroidal core. 

Elliott discloses, in Fig. 1, a transformer being comprised of a toroidal core [33]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to implement the device of AAPA Fig. 2 by employing the transfomiers individually configured 
with a toroidal core so as to obtain a reduction of the net flux when increasing the load current 
and that of size or dimensions since such an arrangement of the transformers with toroidal cores 
with the stated purpose has been well known in the art as evidenced by the teachings of Elliott 
(see col. 3, lines 28-3 1). 

Remarks and conclusion 

6. Applicants' arguments filed on March 3 1 , 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to the Applicants' arguments at page 3 that ''the igniter according to the 
Applicants ' invention is based on fixing, on the bottom box of the luminaire, only the first igniter 
stage. The first igniter stage generates only 6kW with a very low current (only a few milliamps) 
and only working for the duration of the lamp ignition, which averages about 1 second. The 
high voltage state of the igniter is assembled on the mobile carriage under the lamp holder in 
order to have very short high voltage cables, which are fixed, so that they do not represent a 
capacitance loss during the ignition. Therefore, the size of the igniter can be optimized such that 
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the cables will not touch any moving part and will not be subjected to movement. '\ it is noted 
that the above features/characteristics are not recited in the rejected claims, and therefore, they 
are not taken into consideration. Applicants are also noted that although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Consequently, 
the rejections of claims 1-3 and 6-7 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 remain sustained (details having been 
addressed above). 

In a similar explanation, claims 8-10 remain rejected as being impatentable over the 
combined teachings of AAPA Fig. 2 and Elliott (details having been addressed above). 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1828. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM -4:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan can be reached on (571) 272-1740. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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